
Citizenship Information Sessions   Library Settlement Partnership (LSP)      

Discover Canada   The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship      
If you are a permanent resident and you meet the criteria to 

apply, or you have already applied for citizenship, you are invited 

to participate in our Citizenship Information Sessions.  Due to COVID-19, 

London Public Library locations are closed temporarily, so these 

sessions are currently facilitated virtually through Zoom. In our 

sessions, you will be able to review the content of the official 

guide approved by IRCC, to prepare for the citizenship test:  

“Discover Canada. The Rights and Responsibilities of  Citizenship.” 
Virtual information sessions are facilitated by LSP workers at the 

Jalna Branch Library. For more information, please see next page.

SOUTH LONDON NEIGHBOURHOOD 
RESOURCE CENTRE

Virtual Citizenship sessions are 
on Saturdays 11 AM - 1 PM

Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada

Funded by /Finance par

Immigration, Refugies
et Citoyennete Canada



1May 2
Session

Introduction

  • Applying for Citizenship
  • Rights and Responsibilities
     of Citizenship 
  • The equality of Women and Men
  • Citizenship Responsibilities
  • Defending Canada 
  • Who We Are 
  • Aboriginal Peoples
  • Unity in Diversity 
  • English and French
  • Becoming Canadian
  • Diversity in Canada

2 May 9
Session

Canada’s History, Part I

  • The first Europeans
  • Exploring a river, naming
     Canada
  • Royal New France
  • Struggle for a continent
  • The province of Quebec
  • A tradition of accommodation
  • United Empire Loyalists
  • The beginnings of Democracy
  • Abolition of slavery
  • A growing economy
  • The War of 1812
  • Rebellions of 1837-38
  • Responsible government
  • Confederation
  • Dominion from sea to sea
  • Expansion of the Dominion
  • Canada’s firs Prime Minister
  • Challenge in the West

3 May 16
Session

Canada’s History, Part II

  • A railway from sea to sea
  • Moving Westward
  • The First World War
  • Women get the vote
  • Between the wars
  • The D-Day invasion, June 6, 1944
  • The Second World War

4 May 23
Session

Modern Canada

  • International engagement
  • Canada and Quebec
  • A changing society
  • Arts and culture in Canada
  • Great Canadian discoveries and inventions
  • How Canadians govern themselves
  • Federal State
  • Parliamentary Democracy
  • Constitutional Monarchy
  • Making laws
  • Canada’s system of government

5 May 30
Session

Federal Elections & Justice System

  • Voting
  • Secret ballot
  • After an election
  • Voting procedures during an election period
  • Other levels of Government in Canada
  • The Justice system
  • Courts
  • Police
  • Getting legal help

6 June 6
Session

Canadian Symbols

  • The Canadian Crown
  • Flags in Canada
  • The Maple Leaf
  • The Fleur-De-Lys
  • Coat of Arms and Motto
  • Parliament buildings
  • The Beaver
  • Popular sports
  • Canada’s official languages
  • The National Anthem
  • The Royal Anthem
  • The Order of Canada and other honours
  • The Victoria Cross
  • National public holidays & other important dates 
  • Canada’s Economy
  • A trading nation
  • Main types of industries

7 June 13
Session

Canada’s regions

  • The regions of Canada
  • The National Capital
  • Provinces and Territories
  • Population
  • The Atlantic Provinces
  • Central Canada
  • The Prairie Provinces
  • The West Coast
  • The Northern Territories
  • The Canadian Rangers

For more information or to register please contact 
LSP workers:

Manal Abou-Zaher: Email: mabouzaher@slnrc.ca  

                                   Phone: (226) 373.7196

Edgar Yanez: Email: eyanez@slnrc.ca  

                         Phone: (226) 998.5320

The South London Neighbourhood Resource Centre and 
Jalna Branch Library, 1119 Jalna Blvd, London, ON N6E 3B3

THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Most Canadians were proud to be part of the 

British Empire. Over 7,000 volunteered to fight 

in the South African War (1899–1902), popularly 

known as the Boer War, and over 260 died. In 

1900, Canadians took part in the battles of 

Paardeberg (“Horse Mountain”) and Lillefontein, 

victories that strengthened national pride in 

Canada.

When Germany attacked Belgium and France in 

1914 and Britain declared war, Ottawa formed the 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (later the Canadian 

Corps). More than 600,000 Canadians served in 

the war, most of them volunteers, out of a total 

population of eight million.

On the battlefield, the Canadians proved to be 

tough, innovative soldiers. Canada shared in 

the tragedy and triumph of the Western Front. 

The Canadian Corps captured Vimy Ridge in 

April 1917, with 10,000 killed or wounded, 

securing the Canadians’ reputation for valour 

as the “shock troops of the British Empire.” One 

Canadian officer said: “It was Canada from the 

Atlantic to the Pacific on parade ... In those few 

minutes I witnessed the birth of a nation.” April 9 

is celebrated as Vimy Day.

Regrettably, from 1914 to 1920, Ottawa interned 

over 8,000 former Austro-Hungarian subjects, 

mainly Ukrainian men, as “enemy aliens” in 

24 labour camps across Canada, even though 

Britain advised against the policy.

In 1918, under the command of General Sir Arthur 

Currie, Canada’s greatest soldier, the Canadian 

Corps advanced alongside the French and 

British Empire troops in the last hundred days. 

These included the victorious Battle of Amiens 

on August 8, 1918–which the Germans called 

“the black day of the German Army”–followed 

by Arras, Canal du Nord, Cambrai and Mons. 

With Germany and Austria’s surrender, the war 

ended in the Armistice on November 11, 1918. In 

total 60,000 Canadians were killed and 170,000 

wounded. The war strengthened both national 

and imperial pride, particularly in English 

Canada.

(From Top to Bottom)

The Vimy Memorial in 
France honours those 
who served and died in 
the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
on April 9, 1917, the first 
British victory of the First 
World War

Agnes Macphail, a farmer 
and teacher, became the 
first woman MP in 1921

(From Left to Right)

Sergeant, Fort Garry Horse, 
Canadian Expeditionary Force, 
1916

Sir Arthur Currie, a reserve 
officer, became Canada’s 
greatest soldier

Maple leaf cap badge from 
the First World War. Canada’s 
soldiers began using the maple 
leaf in the 1850s

A Railway from Sea to Sea

British Columbia joined Canada in 1871 after Ottawa promised to build a railway to the West Coast. On 

November 7, 1885, a powerful symbol of unity was completed when Donald Smith (Lord Strathcona), the 

Scottish-born director of the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR), drove the last spike. The project was financed 

by British and American investors and built by both European and Chinese labour. Afterwards the Chinese 

were subject to discrimination, including the Head Tax, a race-based entry fee. The Government of Canada 

apologized in 2006 for this discriminatory policy. After many years of heroic work, the CPR’s “ribbons of 

steel” fulfilled a national dream.
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Members of the train 
crew pose with a 
westbound Pacific 
Express, at the 
first crossing of the 
Illecillewaet River near 
Glacier, B.C., 1886

Chinese workers’ camp 
on the CPR, Kamloops, 
B.C., 1886

MOVING WESTWARD

Canada’s economy grew and became more 

industrialized during the economic boom of the 

1890s and early 1900s. One million British and 

one million Americans immigrated to Canada at 

this time.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier became the first French-

Canadian prime minister since Confederation 

and encouraged immigration to the West. His 

portrait is on the $5 bill. The railway made it 

possible for immigrants, including 170,000 

Ukrainians, 115,000 Poles and tens of thousands 

from Germany, France, Norway and Sweden to 

settle in the West before 1914 and develop a 

thriving agricultural sector.

WOMEN GET THE VOTE

At the time of Confederation, the vote was 

limited to property-owning adult white males. 

This was common in most democratic countries 

at the time. The effort by women to achieve the 

right to vote is known as the women’s suffrage 

movement. Its founder in Canada was Dr. Emily 

Stowe, the first Canadian woman to practise 

medicine in Canada. In 1916, Manitoba became 

the first province to grant voting rights to women.

In 1917, thanks to the leadership of women such 

as Dr. Stowe and other suffragettes, the federal 

government of Sir Robert Borden gave women 

the right to vote in federal elections — first to 

nurses at the battle front, then to women who 

were related to men in active wartime service. 

In 1918, most Canadian female citizens aged 21 

and over were granted the right to vote in federal 

elections. In 1921 Agnes Macphail, a farmer and 

teacher, became the first woman MP. Due to the 

work of Thérèse Casgrain and others, Quebec 

granted women the vote in 1940.

More than 3,000 nurses, 
nicknamed “Bluebirds,” 
served in the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical 
Corps, 2,500 of them 
overseas
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Nunavut, meaning “our land” in Inuktitut, was established in 1999 from the eastern part of the Northwest 

Territories, including all of the former District of Keewatin. The capital is Iqaluit, formerly Frobisher Bay, 

named after the English explorer Martin Frobisher, who penetrated the uncharted Arctic for Queen 

Elizabeth I in 1576. The 19-member Legislative Assembly chooses a premier and ministers by consensus. 

The population is about 85% Inuit, and Inuktitut is an official language and the first language in schools.

Nunavut

The Northwest Territories (N.W.T.) were originally made up in 1870 from Rupert’s Land and the North-

Western Territory. The capital, Yellowknife (population 20,000), is called the “diamond capital of North 

America.” More than half the population is Aboriginal (Dene, Inuit and Métis). The Mackenzie River, at 

4,200 kilometres, is the second-longest river system in North America after the Mississippi and drains an 

area of 1.8 million square kilometres.

Northwest Territories

THE NORTHERN TERRITORIES

The Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon contain one-third of Canada’s land mass but have a 

population of only 100,000. There are gold, lead, copper, diamond and zinc mines. Oil and gas deposits 

are being developed. The North is often referred to as the “Land of the Midnight Sun” because at the 

height of summer, daylight can last up to 24 hours. In winter, the sun disappears and darkness sets in for 

three months. The Northern territories have long cold winters and short cool summers. Much of the North 

is made up of tundra, the vast rocky Arctic plain. Because of the cold Arctic climate, there are no trees 

on the tundra and the soil is permanently frozen. Some continue to earn a living by hunting, fishing and 

trapping. Inuit art is sold throughout Canada and around the world.

Thousands of miners came to the Yukon during the Gold Rush of the 1890s, as celebrated in the poetry of 

Robert W. Service. Mining remains a significant part of the economy. The White Pass and Yukon Railway 

opened from Skagway in neighbouring Alaska to the territorial capital, Whitehorse, in 1900 and provides 

a spectacular tourist excursion across precipitous passes and bridges. Yukon holds the record for the 

coldest temperature ever recorded in Canada (-63°C).

Yukon The Canadian Rangers

Canada’s vast North brings security and sovereignty challenges. Dealing with harsh weather conditions 

in an isolated region, the Canadian Rangers, part of the Canadian Forces Reserves (militia), play a key 

role. Drawing on indigenous knowledge and experience, the Rangers travel by snowmobile in the winter 

and all-terrain vehicles in the summer from Resolute to the Magnetic North Pole, and keep the flag flying 

in Canada’s Arctic.
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(From Left to Right)

An Inuit boy in Sanikiluaq, Nunavut, uses a pellet gun to hunt for birds

The caribou (reindeer) is popular game for hunters and a symbol of Canada’s North

Mount Logan, located in 
the Yukon, is the highest 
mountain in Canada. It  
is named in honour of  
Sir William Logan, a 
world-famous geologist, 
born in Montreal in 1798 
to Scottish immigrant 
parents. Logan founded 
and directed the 
Geological Survey of 
Canada from 1842 to 
1869 and is considered 
one of Canada’s greatest 
scientists

C
iti

ze
n

sh
ip

 I
n

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 S

e
ss

io
n

s.
 L

ib
ra

ry
 S

e
tt

le
m

e
n

t P
a

rt
n

e
rs

h
ip

 (
LS

P)
   

   


